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*THE GATHERING: 
Advent reminds us of the return of the Lord, for whom we long. 

  
In this season of watching and waiting, we gather in the name of the Father, and of 
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
  
A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord.  Make straight in the 
desert a pathway for our God” (Isaiah 40:3). Let us come before our Lord in 
humility, asking forgiveness and mercy for sins known and unknown. 
  
(Kneeling or sitting, we take a few moments for silent reflection.) 
  
Heavenly Father, we confess that we have not prepared the way as we should. We 
have not lived as children of the Light, walking according to your will. In the mercy 
of Christ, restore us, forgive us, and grant us your peace. Amen.  
  
According to the grace, promise and authority of the risen Lord Jesus, your sins are 
freely forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
  
*GATHERING SONG:  

“Come, thou Almighty King” vs. 1, 3 (LBW 522) 
  

1 Come, thou almighty King, 
help us thy name to sing; 

help us to praise; 
Father all-glorious, 
o’er all victorious, 

come and reign over us, 
Ancient of Days. 

 
3 Come, holy Comforter, 

thy sacred witness bear 
in this glad hour! 

Thou, who almighty art, 
now rule in ev’ry heart, 

and ne’er from us depart, 
Spirit of pow’r. 

 

Text: source unknown, c. 1757, alt. 
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 *PRAYER AT THE LIGHTING OF THE WREATH: 
  
Let us pray: O God of hope, we thank you for your Word, and the abiding presence 
of the Holy Spirit. We long for the return of Christ, and the everlasting Light he 
brings. Illumine the path ahead as we watch, wait and prepare. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 
  

As one candle on the Advent wreath is lit, the congregation sings …  
  

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”   (WOV 630) 
Verse 2 

 
2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

let the light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 

gently lead them homeward. 
 

  
PRAYER OF THE DAY:    
  
Gracious God, you are the Alpha and Omega, our beginning and end. May your 
Spirit kindle in us a spirit of readiness, that we might at all times and in all places 
be prepared for the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:1-11 

A A reading from Isaiah. 
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry 
to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 
received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5And the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is 
grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower 
fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8The 
grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 9Go on 
up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with 
strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of 
Judah, “Behold your God!” 10Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm 
rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He 
will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will 
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: 85 
1You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, you have restored the good fortune 
of Jacob. 

2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted out all their sins. 

3You have withdrawn all your fury and turned yourself from your wrathful 
indignation. 

4Restore us then, O God our Savior; let your anger depart from us. 

5Will you be displeased with us forever? will you prolong your anger from age to 
age? 
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6Will you not give us life again, that your people may rejoice in you? 

7Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. 

8I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, for he is speaking peace to his faithful 
people and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in 
our land. 

10Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other. 

11Truth shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from 
heaven. 

12The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase. 

13Righteousness shall go before him, and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

  

SECOND LESSON: 2 Peter 3:8-14 

A reading from Second Peter. 
8Do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise 
as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done 
on it will be exposed. 11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 
people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and 
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set 
on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But 
according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 
diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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*VERSE: 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 

*HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will 
prepare your way, 3the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight,’” 4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness 
and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the 
country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I have baptized 
you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
This time of year, it’s great to be a kid, and it’s hard to be a kid.  The waiting part is 
difficult.  Here’s a little secret…even adults struggle with patience!  So, God slows 
us down through Advent.  It’s why we focus on the wreath.  One candle per 
Sunday, no more.  Prepare the way by seeking to have God’s goodness in our 
hearts.  Listen to the readings from the Bible.  Seek the light.  Learn how to wait on 
the Lord.  Less demanding, more praying.  In fact, our second lesson for today tells 
us that God is patient toward us because he loves us!  For God, a thousand years is 
like one day.  He gives us all that we need.  But one of those needs is to learn that 
sometimes we have to wait.  It’s part of recognizing that God is God and we are not.  



7 
 

“But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.  The Lord is not slow to fulfill 
his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you…” (2 Peter 3:8-9a).  
Let’s pray…   
 
SERMON:  Pastor Dwight Hanson 
 

The Way Home 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
We have something very interesting in the morning’s readings, a sort of inversion.  
The Old Testament passage reads like something from the New, and the New 
Testament reads like something out of the Old.  There’s a hard-hitting prophet in 
the Gospel for today; and there’s a strong word of Gospel comfort in Isaiah.  Then 
again, God often goes against the grain of our expectations, and thankfully so.  
When the world is quite content in its rebellion, the Lord upsets the apple cart.  
When people are quite upset and troubled by the worldliness they see around them 
and within them, the Lord draws near to comfort the afflicted, giving hope where 
least expected. 

In Mark, chapter one, John the Baptist, embodying the culmination of all the 
prophets of old, took a troubled, tired nation by storm, leveling the pride of anyone 
and everyone as he prepared the way for the Messiah.  His axe of truth cleared all 
of the thorns and brush of corruption and compromise, showing a wayward world 
how to get home to a proper relationship with the Lord.  All who heard this man 
were told to look very closely at their lives.  That includes us, as we prepare to 
celebrate, once more, the first arrival of Christ, even while anticipating the second.     

The word of comfort for today resounds from the Prophet Isaiah, as God 
speaks with tender kindness to all who struggle along the pilgrim path, young or 
old, seeking the home that actually is home.  We need to find out more of what this 
means.  By the way, if you’re looking for devotions throughout the week, one could 
simply read Isaiah 40 over and over again. The words were spoken to people who 
felt pretty beat up.  The love that shines through is deeply rooted in God’s truth.  
We really should settle into the first lesson and hear what it has to say. 

First of all, the context is important.  These words of comfort came to the 
children of Israel while they were far from home, as captives in Babylon. But they 
were making preparations for the long journey back, probably about the distance 
that the Wise Men would travel many years later, as they followed the star.   

By chapter 40 of Isaiah, an entire generation had passed since they’d been 
forcibly removed from Jerusalem, judgment that they had brought on themselves.  
When we come to our reading for today, Israel had served the time of their 
punishment and were preparing for a wilderness journey, the way home, with God 
in the lead.   
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It would mean traveling light, of course, taking only necessities.  Haven’t we, 
ourselves, learned something about necessities in these pandemic months?  But 
what have we learned?  For one thing, apparently, toilet paper ranks quite highly, 
almost above all else.  Who knew?  Grab as much as you can, that was the 
mentality, a practice that actually brought about more scarcity, and thus, more 
hordes hoarding.  Sometimes it’s clear that we all need a little more John the 
Baptist in our lives, shouting at us, “what are you people doing?”   

Of course, there have been serious lessons learned in recent months, like the 
importance of other people, family, friends, brothers and sisters in Christ, a simple 
hug, a handshake, a face to face conversation, a bowl of soup together in Advent.  
We’ve come to understand, through adversity, the importance of being able to 
worship the Lord together.  Wisdom tells us that we don’t understand the value of 
something until we’ve lost it, at least for a time.  So it was for God’s people in the 
first lesson.   

It needs to be noted that not every Israelite left Babylon for the long journey 
home.  Many grew comfortable there.  The analogy to us is that we can easily grow 
comfortable with the ways of the world.  That’s why John the Baptist cried out in 
the wilderness, calling for people to meet him where all frivolity was stripped away.  
Back to basics!  Back to God!  For Jesus is on the way; the Kingdom is at hand.  All 
of that is still true.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Some of the Israelites in Babylon apparently forgot that they were exiles in a 
foreign land.  They accommodated to their captivity, bit by bit, through the years.  
How tempted are we, modern people, to wander along the prodigal path, forgetting 
home, cheered on by the pressures and voices of worldly conformity, rather than 
the wilderness way of seeking to honor the Lord?  Something like that was 
happening in the 500s BC.  The comforts and benefits of Babylon were more 
enticing than a long, tough journey to a broken-down city, sad little Jerusalem, 
once great Zion, but majestic no more.  For over half of a century its buildings had 
lain in ruins.  What was there to go back to? 

Many, however, did not forget their identity, where they came from, to whom 
they belonged.  They were people of accountability and promise, a sacred covenant 
with the Lord.  So what if they had to leave some things behind.  Hadn’t they 
heard, from childhood on, the ancient stories of their people, that they’d been 
desert wanderers before?  Why not hit the dusty trail again, with God leading the 
way, the promised land once more somewhere out there?   

The eyes of many were so young that they had never seen Jerusalem when it 
was glorious.  All of them were in for a shock.  Still, they went.  They would not 
settle for less.  The words of God through the Prophet Isaiah just kept on calling:  
“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned… ‘In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord’” (Isaiah 40:1-3; ESV). 
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Those who have known misery the most understand comfort the best.  When 
we are brought low, we understand what it means to be lifted up.  Listen to the 
aching of the exiled children of Israel: “By the waters of Babylon, there we sat 
down and wept, when we remembered Zion” (Psalm 137:1).  They even hung up 
their musical instruments, for there was no song left within them. 

But the Lord their God wasn’t done yet!  A message of hope must be 
delivered among the ruins.  “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem.”  Note the words, 
“tenderly,” and elsewhere, “comfort, my people.”  There comes a point in suffering, 
even suffering brought on by oneself, where the sentence has been served, the 
penalty paid.  Piling on at that point would mean the complete crushing of the 
already-burdened.  The time had come for tenderness.   

And nothing spoke more tenderly than those two words, “my people.”  They 
had not been forgotten.  To all the world, they seemingly belonged to the 
Babylonian Empire.  But the power behind all of it belonged to God, who had 
rightly punished…for a time.  God would now lead them home.  Even the rugged 
wild-lands were to smooth themselves out for the way of the Lord. 

The real homecoming, of course, wasn’t just to the land.  That stood at 
journey’s end to remind them that they walked the same path as their ancestors, 
Abraham and Sarah.  They were walking behind and trusting in the same God of 
hope.  As it says in Isaiah 10:21, “A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to 
the mighty God.”  Did you catch that?  The big return wasn’t just to real estate.  It 
was a return to God.  Jerusalem symbolized the covenantal relationship.   

The first lesson for today ends with an unforgettable description of God, one 
with deep ties to Christ in the New Testament.  Isaiah 40:11“He will tend his flock 
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.” 

Let me close with a story.  It’s a memory from years ago.  My wife, Kelly, had 
made a child-friendly manger scene, complete with several little fluffy cotton balls 
in the form of sheep, big ones and little ones.  Our kids, ages 5 and 3 at the time, 
were allowed to play with these characters as much as they wanted.   

I came home for lunch one day and entered a house where three people were 
frantically searching for something.  Three became four, as all of us were spurred 
on by the youngest, Lydia.  What were we seeking?  The baby lamb from the creche 
was lost!  A little girl had been keeping track of the flock, and the numbers didn’t 
add up.  There would be no rest, and no lunch either, until baby lamb was found.  
So, we all joined the search.  Pull back the couch cushions, check the toy box, look 
under the Christmas tree.  Eventually, Kelly called out that the lost had been 
found!  Relief settled upon the home.  Until Lydia got a closer look, “But that’s not 
the baby!”  Finding the mother was not enough.  When, eventually, the lamb was 
located, a certain three-year-old simply wouldn’t set it down.  She carried it around 
like the most precious thing in the world.   
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Such was the image that came to my mind when I read those words about the 
Lord God and his pilgrim people: “He will gather the lambs in his arms…and 
gently lead those that are with young.” 
 
Picture a rag-tag band of former exiles, making its way through the wilderness on a 

path prepared by God.  Some seemed too young.  Some too old.  Some had 
carried heavy burdens for a very long time.  There they were, all stretched out 
in a line of God’s people.  The thing they all had in common was the 
Shepherd who led them, and the surprising new spring in their step.  They 
had hope once more.  In other words, they were already home in their hearts, 
for God was with them.  That was their true comfort.  Thanks be to God.  
Amen.   

  

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” vs 1-2  

(LBW 29) 

1 “Comfort, comfort now my people; 
tell of peace!” So says our God. 

Comfort those who sit in darkness 
mourning under sorrow’s load. 
To God’s people now proclaim 

that God’s pardon waits for them! 
Tell them that their war is over; 
God will reign in peace forever. 

 
2 For the herald’s voice is crying 

in the desert far and near, 
calling us to true repentance, 

since the kingdom now is here. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! 

Now prepare for God a way! 
Let the valleys rise to meet him, 

and the hills bow down to greet him! 
 
Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1611-1684; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt. 
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*APOSTLES' CREED: 
  
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
   Creator of heaven and earth. 

  
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 

  
On the third day He rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 
   
Let us pray: Heavenly Father, your word of comfort is like a light in the darkness, 
guiding weary travelers home. Show us how far we have wandered from your will, 
so that we understand the depth of your mercy. Teach us what it means to “prepare 
the way of the Lord”—in our hearts, homes, and the whole of our lives. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.           

  

We pray for the whole Church on earth, that each congregation would be focused 
on those things that abide, beginning with the Word. Inspire this congregation to 
engage the challenges of the times with faith, with strong bonds of fellowship, and 
with service that truly helps our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.            
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We pray for the needs of the world. Inspire all who bear earthly authority. Guide 
them in wisdom and humility to serve the common good, according to your holy 
will. Protect and keep all who serve with honor in harm’s way, and their families. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.     

  

As we pray for healing in body, mind and spirit, we lift up before you all of the 
complexities of the pandemic, especially for strength among frontline workers, as 
well as those who suffer amid symptoms. Bring hope, also, to all who suffer from 
the societal consequences of trying to contain the virus. Shine your healing light 
upon us, O Lord. And draw near to all whom we name before you: Josie Storer, 
Ron Lenk, Iva-Laura Sherry, Rose Hamilton, Jean Bailey, Judy Schamel, S.J., 
Pam & John Huelsman, Patty Babb, Lynda & Richard Wilburn, Luke Vonderwell, 
Karen Marshall, Susan Root, Jim Proeschel, Patty Barnes, Tony Bostic, Ike 
Renner, Jean-anne Harbin, Jennifer Combs, Teddi Watkins, Claude Dixon, Bob & 
Gail Allison, Tom Schamel, and others whom we name in our hearts (pause for 
silent prayer).  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

  

OFFERING:    (Offerings may be sent to the Church Office:  
P.O. Box 86, Eaton, OH  45320) 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
  
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Maker of all things, through your 
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to 
your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have 
made, for the sake of Him who gave Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
  
 In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
    

 Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
LORD’S PRAYER: 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

   
COMMUNION HYMNS: “Lamb of God” 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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“Lo, How a Rose is Growing” (LBW 58) 
1 Lo, how a rose is growing, 

a bloom of finest grace; 
the prophets had foretold it: 

a branch of Jesse’s race 
would bear one perfect flow’r 

here in the cold of winter 
and darkest midnight hour. 

 
2 The rose of which I’m singing, 

Isaiah had foretold. 
He came to us through Mary, 
who sheltered him from cold. 

Through God’s eternal will 
this child to us was given 

at midnight calm and still. 
 

3 The shepherds heard the story 
the angels sang that night: 

how Christ was born of Mary; 
he was the Son of light. 
To Bethlehem they ran 

to find him in the manger 
as angel heralds sang. 

 
4 This flow’r, so small and tender, 

with fragrance fills the air; 
his brightness ends the darkness 

that kept the earth in fear. 
True God and yet true man, 
he came to save his people 

from earth’s dark night of sin. 
 

5 O Savior, child of Mary, 
who felt all human woe; 
O Savior, king of glory, 

who triumphed o’er our foe: 
bring us at length, we pray, 

to the bright courts of heaven 
and into endless day. 

 

Text: German, 15th cent.; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 1943  © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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BLESSING: 
  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION: 
  
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
  
 

SENDING HYMN:      “On Jordan’s Banks” vs. 1-2    (LBW 36) 

1 On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 
2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

make straight the way for God within, 
and let us all our hearts prepare 

for Christ to come and enter there. 
 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite 

 

DISMISSAL: 
  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Liturgy reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22413. All hymns used by permission of CCLI License #44125 or are in the Public Domain. The 
English Standard Version is published with the permission of Good News Publishers. (English Standard Version - The Holy Bible Online). 
Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting 2. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/
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GRACE AT A GLANCE 
  

Grace Lutheran Church 
111 Lutheran Dr., P.O. Box 86 -  Eaton, OH 45320  

Phone: 937-456-6258   Email: gracelc@embarqmail.com 
www.gracelutheranofeaton.com ~~ Like us on Facebook 

   
OFFICE HOURS:  

Monday -Friday: 10—1, 2—5 
  

TODAY          December 6, 2020—Advent 2 
8:00 a.m.  Worship w/Holy Communion  
9:15 a.m.  Adult Sunday School (Fellowship Hall) 
10:30 a.m.  Worship w/Holy Communion  
   
Monday  December 7 
   Pastor’s Day Off 
6:00 p.m.  Men’s Disciple Group (GLC) 
6:30 p.m.  Men’s Disciple Group (Schamel’s) 
7:00 p.m.  Women’s Disciple Group (GLC) 
   
Tuesday   December 8 
7:00 p.m.  AA Meeting (FH) 
  
Wednesday  December 9 
9:00 a.m.  Prayer & Bible Study (FH) 
7:00 p.m.  Midweek Advent 2 Worship 
  
Thursday  December 10 
7:00 p.m.  Council Meeting & Executive Committee 
7:30 p.m.  AA Meeting (Shelter/FH) 
  
Friday  December 11 — Production Day 
  
Saturday  December 12 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Altar Guild for December: Carol Perry, Carol Matevia 

Offering Counters for December: 12/2 & 12/6 = Karen Barnes 
12/9 & 12/13 = Wanda Winter; 12/16 & 12/20 = Juli Troutman; 12/23, 12/24, 

12/27 = Jane Coggin 
  

December 6, 2020—Advent 2 
8:00   10:3o 

Greeter/Usher: Tom Barnes  Mike & Barb Studebaker 
**Lectors:  Jane Coggin  Debbie McKinney 
Comm. Assist:  Janice Barnes,   Tiffany Ingram,  
    Jane Coggin  John Kiracofe 
  

December 9, 2020—Midweek of Advent 1 
     7:00 p.m. 
 Greeter/Usher: Tom Barnes 
 Lector:   Patty Barnes 
  

December 13, 2020—Advent 3 
    8:00   10:30 
Greeter/    Mt. Castles  Lenks 
Usher:       Rex Mt. Castle Todd McKee 
**Lector:    Nancy Childs Barb Myers 
  
Attendance & Stewardship — ($4,187 needed wkly)  
11.29.2020  8:00 a.  22  $1,098.00 
   10:30 a.  24  
12.2.2020  7:00 p.  16  $ 

  
Great Commission Outreach Partners:  

World Mission Prayer League—Chris & Emily and family, 
Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Allison— Campus Outreach 

Transfiguration Lutheran Mission 
  
Grace Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund:  The purpose of this fund is to 
extend the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church, apart from the general operation of 
the congregation. To learn more about our Mission Endowment Fund, please 
contact:  Pastor Dave Matevia @ 937-733-6907 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
Please keep us updated on prayer needs by calling the office or making a note on 
the back of your “Attendance & Communion Registration” form. Thank you. 
 
URGENT PRAYER LIST: 
  
HEALING: 
Josie Storer: (Mother of Carolyn Pollitt) 
Ron Lenk 
Iva-Laura Sherry: (Mother of Kelly Coffman) 
Rose Hamilton: (Friend of Rob Dell) 
Jean Bailey 
Judy Schamel 
S.J.: (4 year old, friend of Charlotte Emrick-Short) 
Pam & John Huelsman 
Patty Babb  
Lynda & Richard Wilburn  
Luke Vonderwell: (Friend of Tiffany Ingram) 
Karen Marshall: (Friend of Becky Studebaker and others) 
Susan Root: (Daughter of Ruth Hardin) 
Jim Proeschel: (Brother of Paula Murray) 
Patty Barnes 
Tony Bostic: (Friend of Kelly Coffman) 
Ike Renner: (Son of Patty Renner) 
Jean-anne Harbin: (Daughter of Patty Renner) 
Jennifer Combs: (Daughter of Patty Renner) 
Teddi Watkins 
Claude Dixon: (Brother of Suzie Dell) 
Bob & Gail Allison: (Son-in-Law and daughter of Judy Newkirk) 
Tom Schamel: (Son of Mike & Judy) 
 
LONG-TERM PRAYER LIST … Cary Giordano, Doug Davis, Elsie Burkle, Janet 
Hardin, Pastor Dave Matevia, Sandy Haferman, Duane Kester, Dave Brumbaugh, 
Scot Emig, Sheryl Deaton, Barbara Worley, Phyllis Lantis, Carolyn MacFadyen, 
Joan Larrison, Paula Hilleary, Karen Crosier, Travis Howard, Judy Jay, Bea 
Breeden, Will Suggs, Earl House, Barbara Lakes, Bruce Perry, Becky Hoskins, 
Kayli Johnson, Joe McHenry, Charla Winter, Tom Barnes, Mary Geeding, Dorothy 
Bradley, Phyllis Turner: and those serving in the military: LCpl Hannah Perry; 
Capt. Love Hartman; Capt. John Ketteman; SPC Brandon Mann; Brad Newkirk; 
Maj. Justin Shetter; 1st Lt. Nicholas Webb, Maj. Kyle Hundly, Brandon Leonard 
also all those dealing with mental health issues, including PTSD. 
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Opportunities for Prayer and Bible Study: 
  

 Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study generally between 8:00 & 10:30 
a.m. worship.   

  
 The Phoebe Women’s Small Group Bible Study. They meet at 7:00 p.m. 

on the 2nd Monday of each month. Contact Kelly Mt. Castle (937-336-1223 
or email: Kelly.mtcastle@gmail.com). 

  
 The Wednesday Morning Prayer & Bible Study meets at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall and is currently studying the Old Testament. Contact: Tom 
Haynes (937-733-7183) or Judy Hacker (456-6823).  

  
These studies are open to any member and our friends. No prior Bible 
study background is needed. Please bring your Bible.  

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
Join us for Wednesday Advent Worship —12/9/20 at 7:00 p.m.  

“Resting in the Light of the Lord” 

  

Children’s Corner Newsletter Announcement: December 

With Covid levels in Preble County continuing to be at the red level, the 
children’s Sunday School has pivoted to using an online resource for the time 
being.  

Sola Publishing’s SEED curriculum provides Bible stories, simple videos, 
coloring pages, activity sheets, craft and game ideas, and other materials that 
families can access from home.  

Emails with the access code and Bible story schedule were sent out last 
month. If you did not receive one, please contact Kelly Hanson or the church 
office for the code. If you don’t have a computer or would like hard copies of 
the curriculum, please let us know and we can send you the Bible story, 
coloring page and activity page each week. Kelly is also glad to walk you 
through the program if you have questions on how best to use it. 

mailto:Kelly.mtcastle@gmail.com
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For those who would prefer a less structured approach, why not set aside 
some time each Sunday to read a story from a children’s Bible with your child 
or grandchild? Talk about the story afterwards, and invite your child to draw 
a picture of one or more of the characters. Finish with a little snack, just like 
we do at regular Sunday school! This would take no preparation time, but 
would keep your child in the habit of learning from the Bible. 

We miss gathering in person! Normally we would be practicing for our 
Christmas pageant at this time, and not having that this year feels like a loss. 
We plan to return to on-site classes and events once Covid levels improve.  

May you have a healthy and blessed Advent and Christmas! 

  

Need a Mask? Washable/Reusable Masks are located on the table in the 
narthex  - free, for anyone who needs them.     

  

Christmas Eve feedback requested: 

(Please respond no later than Thursday, Dec. 10) 

 We hope to add a third Christmas Eve service just for this year, so that we have 
enough distancing, and all who want to attend may do so.  The schedule would 
look like this: 

5:00 PM  7:30 PM  10:00 pm 

There is a sign-up sheet near the church office, or simply call the office (937-456-
6258) or email your preference (gracelc@embarqmail.com).  Please let us know 
your name, how many will be in your party, and which service you prefer.  We are 
simply trying to get a ‘ball-park’ number for each service, so that we know if a 
particular option is going to be either too big or too small in terms of numbers.  
Council meets on December 10th, so any final adjustments or decisions that need to 
be made will be handled then. 
  

Advent Devotionals for adults and for children (including Portals of 
Prayer & Hope-Full Living) are available in the Narthex and the 

Fellowship Hall.  

mailto:gracelc@embarqmail.com
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It’s Poinsettia Time Again! 

Deadline for orders is  

SUNDAY, December 20, 2020 

  

The price of each Poinsettia is $7.00. The colors are: Red, White, Pink, 
or Marble. However, once they are out of a color, red will be substituted 

— so get your order in early! 

  

Please mark the quantity next to the color/s along with the total  

and  $  amount.  

Also include your dedication information and your name, then place 
this form with your payment (marked “For Poinsettia”) in the offering 

plate. Thank You. 

  

         Red  Pink 

  

    White  Marble 
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	Eaton, Ohio  45320

