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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!
P - Presiding Minister

A - Assisting minister
* - PLEASE STAND

C - Congregation

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*THE GATHERING:
Advent reminds us of the return of the Lord, for whom we long.
P
C

In this season of watching and waiting, we gather in the name of the Father, and
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
P

A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord. Make straight in
the desert a pathway for our God” (Isaiah 40:3). Let us come before our Lord in
humility, asking forgiveness and mercy for sins known and unknown.

(Kneeling or sitting, we take a few moments for silent reflection.)
P
C
P
C

Heavenly Father, we confess that we have not prepared the way as we should. We
have not lived as children of the Light, walking according to your will.
In the mercy of Christ, restore us, forgive us, and grant us your peace.
Amen.
According to the grace, promise and authority of the risen Lord Jesus, your sins
are freely forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

*GATHERING SONG:
“Come You Thankful People” (LBW 407)

*PRAYER AT THE LIGHTING OF THE WREATH:
P
C

Let us pray: O God of hope, we thank you for your Word, and the abiding presence of the
Holy Spirit. We long for the return of Christ, and the everlasting Light he brings.
Illumine the path ahead as we watch, wait and prepare.
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.
As one candle on the Advent wreath is lit, the congregation sings …

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (WOV 630)
Verse 1

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P
C

God of righteousness, you are ever-faithful to your promises to your people.
Strengthen our hearts and transform our lives so that we might always be
prepared for the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and
forever. Amen.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16
A

A reading from Jeremiah.

14“Behold,

the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell
securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our
righteousness.’”
A
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 25:1-10
A
C
A

1To

you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; let me not be
humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2Let none who look to you be put to shame; let the treacherous be
disappointed in their schemes.
3Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.

C
A
C

A
C
A
C

4Lead

me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my
salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
5Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
6Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your love and for the sake of your
goodness, O Lord.
7Gracious and upright is the Lord; therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8He guides the humble in doing right and teaches his way to the lowly.
9All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness to those who keep his
covenant and his testimonies.
10For your name’s sake, O Lord, forgive my sin, for it is great.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
A

A reading from First Thessalonians.

9What

thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your
sake before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face
to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 11Now may our God and Father himself,
and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12and may the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, 13so that he may establish
your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints.
A
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36
A
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

{Jesus said,} “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress
of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting
with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 29And he told them a
parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon as they come out in leaf, you
see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to
you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 33Heaven and earth will
25

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 34But watch yourselves lest your hearts be
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day
come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of
the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to
escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
P
C

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Did you have a good Thanksgiving? What’s it all about? Did you hear the word
“thanksgiving” in today’s first lesson? St. Paul was thanking God for fellow Christians in
a faraway place called Thessalonica. He wanted them to know that he was praying for
them. Not only that, he wanted to see them again, “face to face.” That’s the heart of
Thanksgiving, prayers of thankfulness, and remembering what matters, the faces of
loved ones whom God has placed in our lives. Now let’s move over to Advent. See that
wreath? When we light those candles, one more each week, it’s the church’s way of
saying that we look forward to seeing our Lord Jesus, “face to face.” Candles are lit in
the darkness. We look forward to the day when the Light of the world comes again. The
goodness of God will be all in all when that happens. Let’s pray…
SERMON: Pastor Dwight Hanson

Humble Hope
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
“And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”
Luke 21:27 declares hopeful and strong words for people who gladly call Jesus
their Lord. To all who have been waiting, serving the whole time without claiming
credit for the Holy Spirit’s work, and watching the whole time without turning it
into a dangerous game of prediction, to all who have simply trusted in the Lord,
seeking to honor him during their living years, a promise shall be fulfilled.
Evil may try to prevent it, or discourage faith from keeping vigil. Look at its
attempt up in Waukesha last week (where a man plowed through a Christmas parade). But Heaven’s
goodness will prevail. The perfect Kingdom of Christ will triumph, a realm where
all tears will be wiped from their eyes, and suffering and sadness will turn to
everlasting joy. This we believe.
Furthermore, the Son’s glorious return will be quite evident, not something
left to guess-work. A few weeks ago, we heard about the dangers of making
predictions of the last day. That caution still stands. But we’re reminded today

that there are two ditches. If one tries to gain too much control over the exact
timing of God’s grand finale, the other error is to lose interest altogether in Christ’s
return, as if it doesn’t really matter. This, too, is an error, conveniently leaving the
self in control—my life, my time, my agenda. Faith avoids both ditches, leaving
the timing in God’s hands, but very much keeping an eye on the sky, so to speak,
while serving our Lord with the whole of our lives, fully invested here and now,
imperfect though that service may be.
“Fig tree” awareness is for the purpose of strengthening faith. Listen again
to what our Lord said in the Gospel reading: And he told them a parable: “Look at
the fig tree, and all the trees. As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for
yourselves and know that the summer is already near. So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near (Luke 21:29-31).
Since God’s timing will be handled by him, the driving question for our lives
becomes: What will please our Lord? That question is true north on the compass
of life. What’s the will of the Lord? Then, when the final day arrives—Jesus in
glory—it will not be fear but fulfillment. As it says in the Gospel, “Now when
these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28). For those who have lived as if there’s
nothing higher than humanity, well, “that time” will come as a shock. May it not
be so among us.
All of these important points serve to highlight a crucial fact regarding our
present life. We live in the time when we do not see the Son of Man with great
power and glory. In fact, we don’t “see” him at all except where he comes to us
cloaked in humility. And that can be a stumbling block for many. Remember what
Jesus said to Thomas, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe” (John 20:29b). What a day it will be when faith turns to sight.
In the meantime, we know Christ by faith, yes, lighting candles of
watchfulness and hope, but really proceeding more by hearing than sight, listening
to the Word, living according to the testimony of the Apostles. Quite honestly,
what we know about Christ from Scripture isn’t so much about the Son of Man in
glory. Oh, there are glimpses. But mostly the Bible tells us about the Son who is
cloaked in humble humanity, the one who did not regard equality with God as
something to be grasped.
Was he entitled to glory? Absolutely. But to grab that glory, while on earth,
and claim it for himself, would have been to break faith with his earthly mission.

By the way, Christ also attaches his life to simple things such as water, bread, and
wine, visible elements for all to see, but understood only by faith that listens to the
Word. Faith accepts the humble cloak, trusting that there’s more going on than
what meets the eye. Of course, all of this leads to a question: Why would God’s
glorious presence and gifts be cloaked at all?
Here we arrive at the solution to the very source of trouble on the earth. In
order to overcome the self-elevation of the heirs of Adam and Eve, Jesus took
humility upon himself, acknowledged a boundary that we would not. While
nothing is ever good enough for fallen human nature, so that it always tries to grab
what doesn’t belong to it, God, in order to save humankind, became human, lived
on earth, releasing his natural rights, not pressing his own claims. He did this both
to serve as an example, and to open up the way of redemption. It was the birth of
humble hope.
In other words, the greatest glory in the universe is to be found in the
humility of Christ. It’s just that it’s not glory according to the grasping hand, the
generation of the fall. There will come a day, “then,” as our Gospel says, when we
will see Jesus in his exalted form, he who is the image of the invisible God, as it
says in Colossians, chapter one, before all things, and holding all things together.
“Then” the whole world will understand who calls the shots. Until then, we
hold on to God cloaked, living by faith, bearing witness as best we can to the
Kingdom of Heaven, awaiting that day when sight breaks forth, better than the
most beautiful sunrise.
The glory of Jesus is that he accepted the weight of our curse, so that we
may walk in service to the one whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light (Matthew
11:30). Our yoke, for him, meant death. His yoke, for us, means joyful service and
life everlasting.
And one day we will see the Son of Man in full, heavenly glory. Until then,
we live by faith, listening to the Word, receiving Christ according to the cloaked
forms that he has provided. We kindle the candles in honor of the light that has
been provided.
There’s a strength to the Christian life that doesn’t look very powerful at all,
at least not to the world. But it is powerful, according to the precision with which
God gets to the heart of the trouble with the world. He nips our glory-seeking in
the bud, and he raises up hope from an old stump. Did you catch that in our first
reading? Jeremiah 33:15, “In those days and at that time I will cause a

righteous Branch to spring up for David…”. From where will that branch spring?
From the stump of Jesse, Israel’s legacy.
Picture an old stump in a forest clearing. It’s been there for a while.
Noticeably, there’s a sign plunged into that stump with writing on it: “Watch for a
righteous branch to spring up.” But ages passed. The post and edges of the sign
showed the wearing of the years. Although, somehow the words on it remained
crystal clear. Those who hadn’t run off to the world’s sound and light show, who
always remembered to walk the path nearest to that stump, who even took a
weekly rest upon it, well, a shoot did grow from there two thousand years ago, a
righteous branch, righteous enough to make righteous all who live in the shade of
its shelter.
If people lived by faith and waited for the first coming of the Messiah, we,
who now have a face and a name to accompany that long-standing promise, can
light our candles in the cold and dark. We can serve and live, trusting that the
ending will be exactly as our Lord Jesus promised. Thanks be to God. Amen.

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Lo, How a Rose is Growing” (LBW 59)

*APOSTLES’ CREED:
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
A

C
A

C
A

C
A

C

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, you have called us to the mission of
tending the Light of Jesus. Shine in the lives of all who are struggling in their
faith and life. Shine in our hearts, too. Grant us the Holy Spirit, so that we may be
faithful servants to the end, when we see our Lord face to face. Lord, in your
mercy,
Hear our prayer.
On this weekend of Thanksgiving, we thank you, O Lord, for generations who
came before us, all who left a legacy of faithfulness, overcoming trials and
uncertainties by the help of your mighty strength. Help us to build on that strong
foundation, to be traditionally-grounded in all that is good and true. And watch
over travelers, keeping them safe, during this busy season. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
O Lord, we lift up the needs of the world. Where there is war, bring lasting peace.
Where there is hunger or the need for shelter, inspire good neighbors to assist.
We pray for guidance for our nation, that you would inspire and protect all of our
civic leaders according to your will, for the good of all. And we pray for all who
serve honorably in harm’s way, many who are far from home. Draw near to them
and their families, keeping them safe. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
May your healing hand touch the lives of all who need it in any way, in mind,
body or spirit. Particularly, we name…Ava, Shelby Alexander, Connie Coffman,
Kelly Coffman, Shannon Cromer, Shayla Dell, Jim Deschler, Mark Emrick, Cary
Giordano, Kelly Hanson, Becky Lenk, Rev. Brian Matevia, Kaitlyn Mt. Castle,
Judy Oldham, Brenda Renner, Sue Robinson, Susan Root, Annabel Schamel,
Tom Schamel, Iva-Laura Sherry, Jan Spitler, Dave Stevenson, Edie Turpin,
John Woesner, and others whom we name in our hearts at this time (quiet
prayer). Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,”
Trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING
ANTHEM: (10:30)

“Give Thanks”

Choir

OFFERTORY PRAYER:
A
C

Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER:
C

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*BENEDICTION:
P
C

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*SENDING HYMN:

“Soon and Very Soon” (WOV 744)

*DISMISSAL:
P
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Liturgy reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22413. All hymns used by permission of CCLI License #44125 or
are in the Public Domain. The English Standard Version is published with the permission of Good News Publishers. (English
Standard Version - The Holy Bible Online).

Sunday, November 28— First Sunday in Advent
Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
PLEASE NOTE: Midweek Advent Worship will begin at 7:00 p.m. on
December 1, 8, and 15, with light refreshments in the Fellowship Hall at
6:15 p.m.
Christmas Eve Worship:
7:30 PM Worship with Holy Communion & Candlelight Service
10:00 PM Worship with Holy Communion & Candlelight Service
Dec. 26, 2021 — First Sunday of Christmas—ONE SERVICE at 9:30 a.m.

GRACE AT A GLANCE
Grace Lutheran Church
111 Lutheran Dr., P.O. Box 86 - Eaton, OH 45320
Phone: 937-456-6258 Email: gracelc@embarqmail.com
www.gracelutheranofeaton.com ~~ Like us on Facebook
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Friday: 10—1, 2—5
TODAY
8:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

November 28, 2021— First Sunday in Advent
Worship
Sunday School for All Ages
Worship

Monday
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

November 29
Pastor’s Day Off
Men’s Disciple Group (GLC)
Men’s Disciple Group (Schamel’s)

Tuesday
3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

November 30—Office Closing Early
TOPS (Catechism Room)
Worship Committee Meeting

Wednesday December 1
9:00 a.m.
Bible Study (FH)
6:00 p.m.
Choir
6:15 p.m.
Refreshments (FH)
7:00 p.m.
Advent 1 Midweek Worship
Thursday December 2
12:00 noon FH Reserved for Preferred Planning Financial Planning Seminar
7:30 p.m.
AA Meeting (FH or Shelter)
Friday

December 3—Production Day
NO Confirmation Class (FH)

Saturday
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

December 4
Men of Grace (Bob Evan’s)
Making Christmas Cards (FH)

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Altar Guild for November: Wanda Winter, Carol Perry
Altar Guild for December: Carol Perry, Carol Matevia
Offering Counter for November: Carol Perry
Offering Counter for December: 11/28 & 12/1—Carol Perry;
12/5 & 12/8—Wanda Winter; 12/12 & 12/15—Juli Troutman; 12/19—Jane Coggin; 12/24
& 12/26—Carol Perry

Greeter:
Usher:
Lector:

Sunday, November 28—Advent 1
8:00
10:30 a.m.
Bryan Jackson
Ron & Becky Lenk
Bryan Jackson
Jeff Kiracofe
Amy Jackson
Tiffany Ingram
Sunday, December 1– Midweek Advent
7:00 p.m.
Greeter:
Tom Barnes
Usher:
Tom Barnes
Lector:
Patty Barnes

Sunday, December 5– Advent 2
8:00
10:30 a.m.
Greeter:
Tom Barnes
Mark, Debbie & Gene Emrick
Usher:
Tom Barnes
John Kiracofe
Lector:
Patty Barnes
Helen Winkler
Communion Janice Barnes
Kelly Coffman
Assistant:
Patty Barnes
Debbie McKinney
Attendance & Stewardship — ($4,187 needed wkly)
11.21.2021 8:00 a. 33
$6,250.00
10:30 a. 51
Great Commission Outreach Partners:
World Mission Prayer League—Chris & Emily and family, Lutheran Military Veterans
and Families, Allison— Campus Outreach, Transfiguration Lutheran Mission
Grace Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund: The purpose of this fund is to extend
the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church, apart from the general operation of the
congregation. To learn more about our Mission Endowment Fund, please contact the
church office and we’ll give your question to the appropriate person.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep us updated on prayer needs by calling the office or making a note on the
back of your “Attendance & Communion Registration” form. Thank you.
URGENT PRAYER LIST:
HEALING: (In Alphabetical Order)
Ava: (submitted by Nancy Childs)
Shelby Alexander: (Mother of Brenda Renner)
Connie Coffman
Kelly Coffman
Shannon Cromer: (Daughter of Elaine Fudge)
Shayla Dell: (Grand-Daughter of Rob & Suzie Dell)
Jim Deschler: (Dear friend of the Coffman Family)
Mark Emrick
Cary Giordano: (Sister of Kelly Coffman)
Kelly Hanson
Becky Lenk
Rev. Brian Matevia: (Brother of Pastor Dave Matevia)
Kaitlyn Mt. Castle
Judy Oldham: (Friend of Carol Matevia)
Brenda Renner
Sue Robinson: (Friend of Mary Shetter)
Susan Root: (Daughter of Ruth Hardin)
Annabel Schamel: (Grand-daughter of Mike & Judy)
Tom Schamel: (Son of Mike & Judy)
Iva-Laura Sherry: (Mother of Kelly Coffman)
Jan Spitler: (Friend of Virginia Dearth)
Dave Stevenson
Edie Turpin: (Sister of Darryl Leyes)
John Woesner: (Brother of Gary)
LONG-TERM PRAYER LIST … Fran Kester, Teddi Watkins, Ruth & Larry Hardin,
Dan Matevia, Ike Renner, Jean-anne Harbin, Jenifer Combs, Jean Bailey, Doug Davis,
Elsie Burkle, Pastor Dean & Sandy Haferman, Dave Brumbaugh, Scot Emig, Barbara
Worley, Carolyn MacFadyen, Joan Larrison, Paula Hilleary, Travis Howard, Judy Jay,
Bea Breeden, Will Suggs, Earl House, Barbara Lakes, Bruce Perry, Becky Hoskins, Kayli
Johnson, Joe McHenry, Tom Barnes, Phyllis Turner: and those serving in the military:
LCpl Hannah Perry; Capt. Love Hartman; Capt. John Ketteman; SPC Brandon Mann;
Brad Newkirk; Maj. Justin Shetter; 1st Lt. Nicholas Webb, Lt. Col. Kyle Hundley,
Brandon Leonard.

Opportunities for Prayer and Bible Study:
This Holiday Season we will be continuing to offer a ‘Fellowship Time’ prior to and
during our Sunday morning Bible Study. You will find Donuts and Homemade
Treats, coffee and juice in the Fellowship Hall for EVERYONE between services.
This is a Great Time to meet and greet and have a laugh with one another. Then,
Pastor Dwight will lead us through that day’s Lessons. The discussion and insights
are always lively as the group participates in the study of God’s Word, applying it
to our life in today's world.
So come and relax and enjoy the Word of The Lord with your friends.
See you there!!
·Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study between 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. worship. We study
the lessons of the day when there is no theme study.
·The Phoebe Women’s Small Group Bible Study. They meet at 7:00 p.m. on the 2nd
Monday of each month. Contact Kelly Mt. Castle (937-336-1223 or email:
Kelly.mtcastle@gmail.com).
·The Wednesday Morning Prayer & Bible Study meets at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall and is currently studying the Psalms. Contact: Tom Haynes (937-733-7183) or Judy
Hacker (456-6823).
These studies are open to any member and our friends. No prior Bible study
background is needed. Please bring your Bible.
MEALS FOR THE HOMELESS FOR 2022. We need volunteers for the following
months: July 19, August 23, October 18, and November 22, 2022.
You can do this ministry as an individual, with a friend or with a group. If you are able to help
with this ministry of Grace, please contact Judy Schamel (937-456-5191 or 937-533-6066).
Meals (homemade or picked up at a restaurant) should feed 10-12 people and be delivered warm
at around 6:00 p.m. Feel free to stay and visit with the residents or just drop off at the shelter
(2009 N. Barron St.—Rt. 127). Thank you for your support of this very important ministry!

It’s Poinsettia Time Again!
Deadline for orders is
SUNDAY, December 12 , 2021
The price of each Poinsettia is $7.50. The colors are: Red, White, Pink
(Marble sold out before we ordered). However, once they are out of a
color, red will be substituted — so get your order in early!
Please mark the quantity next to the color/s along with the total
and $ amount.
Also include your dedication information and your name, then place
this form with your payment (marked “For Poinsettia”) in the offering
plate. Thank You.
Red

Pink

White
Total Flowers ordered

x $7.50 =

Dedication:
From:
Last day to order — 12/12/2021

