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WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
  

P - Presiding Minister  A - Assisting minister  C - Congregation 
* - PLEASE STAND 

+ + + 
  

Please see the Usher for an “Attendance & Communion” Registration card, 
then fill out and place in the offering plate also found in the Narthex. Thank  

you.  
  
  

PRELUDE 
  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
  
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and + of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
  
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart, and confess 

our sin to God our Father, imploring him, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
C Who made heaven and earth. 
  
P I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
C And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
  
Please be seated or kneel as you are able. 
  
P Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to 

you, that we are, by nature, sinful and unclean, and that we have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. Therefore, we flee for 
refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your grace, for 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for 
us. Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us remission of 
all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase in us true 



3 
 

knowledge of you and of your will, and true obedience to 
your word, so that by your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
  
  
*ABSOLUTION: 
  
P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has given his only Son to die for 

us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. For to all who receive him 
and believe in his name, he gives power to become children of God, 
born of the Holy Spirit (John 1). As a called and ordained minister of 
the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
*SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE:   
  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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*GATHERING HYMN:          
“Beautiful Savior”  (LBW 518) 

  
1 Beautiful Savior, 

King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 

Truly I'd love thee, 
truly I'd serve thee, 

light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 

2 Fair are the meadows, 
fair are the woodlands, 

robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, 
Jesus is purer, 

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 
fair is the moonlight, 

bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, 

Jesus shines purer 
than all the angels in the sky. 

 
4 Beautiful Savior, 
Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, 
praise, adoration, 

now and forevermore be thine! 
 

Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 
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*GREETING: 
  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
  
*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
  
P Let us pray:  Eternal and Immortal God, only you are able to 

transform the hopelessness of a shameful death into the hope and 
promise of eternal life. Show us the way to stand firm in the promise 
of eternal life through all of life’s trials and tragedies;                                                                                                                               

C through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 

  
FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
  

A A reading from Genesis. 
  

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2that I 
may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you 
greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4“Behold, my 
covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 
5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings 
shall come from you. 7And I will establish my covenant between me and you 
and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover, I 
will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
  

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 22:23-30  
  
A 22Praise the Lord, you that fear him; stand in awe of him, O offspring 

of Israel; all you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
C 23For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their 

poverty; neither does he hide his face from them; but when 
they cry to him he hears them. 

A 24My praise is of him in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in 
the presence of those who worship him. 

C 25The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the 
Lord shall praise him: “May your heart live forever!” 

A 26All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and 
all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

C 27For kingship belongs to the Lord; he rules over the 
nations. 

A 28To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; all 
who go down to the dust fall before him. 

C 29My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve 
him; they  shall be known as the Lord’s forever. 

A 30They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn the saving 
deeds that he has done. 

  
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11 
  
A A reading from Romans. 
  
1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access 
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the 
glory of God. 3Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame, because 
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God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us. 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 
for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person — though 
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die — 8but God shows his 
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, 
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be 
saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we 
are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More than that, we also rejoice 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received 
reconciliation. 
  
A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
*THE LENTEN VERSE:      

“Return to the Lord” 
 

Return to the lord, your God,  
For he is gracious and merciful, 

Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,  
And abounding in steadfast love.  

 
*GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38 
  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And 
on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And 
they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of 
the prophets.” 29And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30And he strictly charged them to tell 
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no one about him. 31And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and 
the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32And he said this 
plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning 
and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 
man.” 34And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me. 35For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. 36For what does it 
profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 37For what can a 
man give in return for his soul? 38For whoever is ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man 
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.” 
  
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
There’s an old story about a bunch of barn-mice having a meeting, 
attempting to solve a problem. You see, there was this cat.  She had a habit 
of eating the mice!  Well, those mice wondered if there was some way to 
avoid being eaten.  Many plans were presented.  An old, wise mouse hushed 
everyone down and proclaimed that the answer was simple: Just “hang a 
bell to the cat’s neck.  Then, when we hear it ring, we shall know that she is 
coming, and can scamper out of her way.”  The mice cheered.  One of them 
ran and found a bell.  Then the old mouse had a question for them: “Now 
which of you will hang this bell on the cat’s neck?”  “Not I…said all the 
mice…And they scampered away to their holes” (“The Brave Mice,” by 
Aesop; The Book of Virtues, pg. 457). 
 It’s sort of like that in the Bible.  Everyone was glad to follow Jesus 
when he was doing what they wanted.  But when he turned toward 
Jerusalem to bring salvation, and it involved suffering and the cross, 
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suddenly people weren’t so eager to follow.  They needed to trust the Lord.  
His plan was bigger than just putting a bell around a cat’s neck.  He would 
defeat evil, itself, and open up the Kingdom of Heaven for people 
throughout time.  He calls us to follow him on this brave and holy 
adventure.  Let’s pray… 
  
SERMON:    Pastor Dwight Hanson 

The Way of the Cross 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  Newsflash: This just in, the reading for today from the Gospel of 
Mark is not, I repeat, not trending on Social Media!  Can you believe it?  
Apparently, heading straight into a storm of suffering and rejection is not 
what most people want.   

Nonetheless, Jesus heard the prayers for help, beheld a world in need, 
then lifted up his eyes to see Jerusalem in the distance, and set his course 
for an appointment with Pontius Pilate.  It was courage, pure and simple, 
fueled by the love of God.   

The way of the cross looms over the landscape and beckons to each of 
us to die to ourselves, as the whole of humanity has fallen for a massive 
rebellion against Heaven, from Genesis 3 to now.  Self-will, which often 
takes the form of self-preservation, comes so naturally that we’re unaware 
of the extent to which we’re affected.  It alters everything.  We covet the 
directing of our own life, in the assumption that we’re ultimately in control.  
That’s why, in some form or another, the cross is unavoidable.   

Christ, on the other hand, did not have to bear the cross, not for 
himself.  Which is why it’s so shocking that the one who didn’t have to bear 
it insisted on doing so, while those who actually deserved it, resisted.  It’s 
summed up in our second lesson, “…at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly (Rom. 5:6).  He, alone, could complete the journey without making 
some fatal compromise.  And those who stood in need of saving were the 
very ones who stood in the way!  That’s how deep the trouble runs.  Romans 
5:10, “while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son.” 

It’s the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ that saves us.  Only when that’s 
established can we begin to talk about discipleship as carrying our own 
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cross.  Without a clear theological understanding, Savior vs. saved, we’ll 
just find some way to turn it into another glorious project of self-will, an 
imaginary achievement of the old Adam.  But it’s not.  It stands for the 
opposite, the death of sinful rebellion, the end of proud plans of our own 
making.  In just this way, the great symbol of life’s ending has become the 
great symbol of life’s new beginning, reconciliation with the will of the 
Heavenly Father.  That’s discipleship… following Jesus according to the 
way of the cross, dying to us, rising to him.    

Christ saw the beauty beyond the suffering.  He also saw that there 
were no shortcuts past the hard part.  “And he said this plainly” (Mk. 8:32).  
He didn’t sugar-coat it, didn’t want to deceive anyone into following him.  
Suffering was inevitable.  In a world that has decidedly turned against God 
in so many ways, to live for God is to risk your life.  Best to know it right up 
front.  And yet, here we are.  Why?  Because we’ve come to see the truth of 
it.  When all of the fog of false human flattery lifts, it’s clear that 
redemption must come in such a form.  And it has.  Our Savior willingly 
endured it all, so that forgiveness and life can be offered to all. 

In other words, the blessings of this path aren’t entirely reserved for 
someday.  Faithfulness does contain joy in the present-tense.  We get a 
foretaste of God’s peace right here and now.  The Holy Spirit is real.  The 
gracious fellowship of forgiven sinners is real.  The Kingdom of God is 
among us.  There’s a victory that’s ours through faith, alone.  It can only be 
received.  The more we try to grasp something and bend it to our will, 
attempt to secure it for our own purposes, the more it slips through our 
fingers.  Jesus put the question succinctly: “For what does it profit a man 
to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul” (Mk. 8:36)? 

Yet, even Peter, whose faith commitment was unmatched, could not 
see how this plan involving a cross was any good.  So, our Lord had to 
rebuke him and set him straight.  To be a Christian is to have God challenge 
us every day of our lives.  But it’s a blessed challenge, the hard word that 
speaks truth, the difficult procedure that ultimately brings healing. 

God’s plan for salvation flips this old world around, so that we aim 
not for glory that we understand, but only to please our Maker, with a clean 
and honest heart.  On this earth, faithfulness means that the shadow of the 
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cross is never far away, with its confrontation and its cure.  In such a way, 
God brings renewal.   

The first supreme example of how God turns the world upside down 
is found in that first lesson: Abraham and Sarah.  Old and barren, troubled, 
yet seeking to be faithful, other people would have looked at them with pity, 
perhaps judgement.  Only God could have looked at them as the future.  
The Almighty was an optimist!   

The scope of the plan was breathtaking.  God would begin with one 
miraculous family, bless them, and call them and their descendants to walk 
before Him faithfully and blamelessly.  From this line would come kings 
and queens, and unsurpassable wisdom.  Finally, in the culminating act, the 
one Savior of humankind would arrive, born just outside of Jerusalem, in 
the kind of place that only God would select.   

It was this grand, sweeping endeavor that God had in mind all the 
way back in Genesis when he picked Abraham and Sarah.  Such an unlikely 
choice.  Why not search high and low for a young couple with a notable 
resume, on the cutting edge of society’s A-list?  Because the Lord intended 
to turn everything on its head, beginning with an old couple who carried 
unfulfilled dreams like burdens on their backs.  What the world couldn’t 
know was that they also carried a love for each other and for God.  That was 
enough.  These are the ones!  So began the legacy of promise. 

The first miracle was simply that Abraham believed God, not because 
the man felt young and spry, but because it was God who was doing the 
talking.  Scripture tells us that he trusted the Lord “against all hope” (Rom. 
4:18).  Who could have perceived this?  It’s what makes Abraham the father 
of faith.  He didn’t look in the mirror at his own frailty, or that of his wife, 
nor did he look around to see what the crowd thought.  He listened and 
looked up and concluded that the Lord of all existence could make 
something from nothing.  This was something that generations of arrogant 
human beings hadn’t done.  Finally, some honor where it belonged, the first 
commandment kept.  Such faith was credited as righteousness.   

To be clear, Abraham and Sarah were still sinners, in need of 
salvation.  But the great healing had begun!  From far off, they received a 
glimpse of Heaven’s light, and they sought to keep that light before them 
the rest of their days.  Oh, they blinked a time or two, but they kept 
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traveling, wanderers from an earthly perspective, pilgrims in God’s eyes, 
with a destination worthy of all risks. 

Here’s an interesting side-note: Like Simon, who became Peter, 
Abram and Sarai were given new names.  You are Abraham, for you will be 
the father of a multitude.  The dream that had died years before had come 
back as a promise from God.  And Sarai became Sarah, Princess!  She 
would be royalty, from whose line kings would come, even the King of 
kings.  Who could have seen it all?  Only the Heavenly Father and His 
beloved Son.      

Christ saw the bigger plan, even if Peter and the others couldn’t.  So, 
when we see the cross, may we comprehend that this stands for more than 
just suffering.  It’s the ultimate symbol of God turning this world upside 
down…for our benefit.  This plan is eternal in scope.  It’s our honor to walk 
in its light, by faith, precisely behind the Lord Jesus.  Thanks be to God.  
Amen.   
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” (LBW 104) 
 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 
gathers round its head sublime. 

 
2 When the woes of life o'ertake me, 

hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
never shall the cross forsake me; 
lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 
3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

light and love upon my way, 
from the cross the radiance streaming 

adds more luster to the day. 
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4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
by the cross are sanctified; 

peace is there that knows no measure, 
joys that through all time abide. 

 
Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872 
 
  
*APOSTLES’ CREED:  
  
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
   Creator of heaven and earth. 
  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended into hell. 
   On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting. Amen 
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*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 
  
A  Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, as we travel on our Lenten 

 journey, we walk by faith, not sight. Guide us and remind us that we 
also walk in the footprints of many who have gone before us. May the 
blessings and struggles of Abraham and Sarah shed light on our own 
path. And help us when we, like Peter, get stuck in mere worldly 
thinking, forgetting about the hope we have in Christ. Grant us the 
Holy Spirit so that we are never ashamed of the Lord Jesus and the 
cross he carried. Teach us what it means to take up our own cross and 
follow him. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer.    
  
A  We pray, O Lord, for the Church to be congregationally focused. 

Teach us to cherish the very real congregation into which you have 
placed us, so that we may be both blessed and a blessing to others. 
Help us to discern how best to use the gifts we’ve been given, in 
concert with others, for the praise of your glory. Lord, in your mercy,  

C  Hear our prayer. 
 
A We pray, O Lord, for the needs of the world. Where there has been 

natural disaster, bring healing and help. Watch over our nation, and 
bless us with deep faithfulness. We ask for holy wisdom to guide all of 
our civic leaders, from Washington, D.C., to Columbus, to Preble 
County. Give them servant-hearts for the good of all. And grant to all 
of us the Holy Spirit so that the common goals we seek will be 
pleasing to you. Guide and guard soldiers and law enforcement in 
their dangerous tasks. Inspire them to serve with honor, integrity and 
courage. Protect them and their families. Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer.   
  
A  We pray to you on behalf of all who need healing in any way. 

Strengthen all medical personnel. And hear us as we pray for specific 
people in their needs: The family of Patricia Hennes, The family of 
Kathy Braswell, Bob & Gail Allison, Claude Dixon, Juel Durham, 
Carol Groman, Larry & Ruth Hardin, Amy Jackson, Bobby Kelch, 
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Paul & Fran Kester, Ron Lenk, Karen Marshall, Dan Matevia, Todd 
McKee, Phyllis Mikesell, Mike & Judy Oldham, Joe & Sheree 
Peterson, Ike Renner, Susan Root, Jean Sander, Judy Schamel, Tom 
Schamel, Bill & Katherine Tipton, Teddi Watkins, as well as those 
whom we name in our hearts (pause for additional names). Into your 
hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

C   Trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.   

 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  “Ancient Words”  Choir Trio  
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
  
A Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 

given us - our selves, our time and our possessions, signs of 
your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
Amen. 

  
*THE LORD'S PRAYER: 
 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION: 
  
P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever.  
C Amen.  
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*SENDING HYMN:      “Lift High the Cross” vs. 1,3,5 (LBW 377) 
  

Refrain 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore his sacred name. 
  

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 

  
3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain 
  

5 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

  
*DISMISSAL: 
  
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE  
  
  
Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Liturgy reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22413. Used by permission.  English translations of the Apostles' Creed 
(adapted) and Nicene Creed (adapted) © English Language Liturgical Consultation (ELLC), 1988, used by permission. See 
www.englishtexts.org  All hymns used by permission of SundaysandSeasons.com and CCLI License #44125 or are in the Public 
Domain. The English Standard Version is published with the permission of Good News Publishers. (English Standard Version - 
The Holy Bible Online). 

  
  

http://www.englishtexts.org/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/
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GRACE AT A GLANCE 
  

Grace Lutheran Church 
111 Lutheran Dr., P.O. Box 86 -  Eaton, OH 45320  

Phone: 937-456-6258   Email: gracelc@embarqmail.com 
www.gracelutheranofeaton.com ~~ Like us on Facebook 

   
OFFICE HOURS:  

Monday -Friday: 10—1, 2—5 
  

TODAY          February 28, 2021—Lent 2 
8:00 a.m.  Worship  
9:15 a.m.  Adult Sunday School (Sanctuary) 
9:15 a.m.  Youth Sunday School (Fellowship Hall) 
10:30 a.m.  Worship  
   
Monday  March 1 
   Pastor’s Day Off 
6:00 p.m.  Men’s Disciple Group (GLC) 
6:30 p.m.  Men’s Disciple Group (Schamel’s) 
6:30 p.m.  Women’s Disciple Group (GLC) 
   
Tuesday   March 2 
  
Wednesday  March 3 
9:00 a.m.  Bible Study (FH) 
7:00 p.m.  Midweek Worship Lent 2  
  
Thursday  March 4 
7:30 p.m.  AA Meeting (FH) 
  
Friday  March 5—PRODUCTION DAY 
  
Saturday  March 6 
7:30 a.m.  Men of Grace (Bob Evans) 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Altar Guild for March: Patty & Tom Barnes 

Offering Counters for March: 3/3-Wanda Winter; 3/7 & 3/10-Janice 
Barnes; 3/14 & 3/17-Karen Barnes; 3/21 & 3/24-Patty Barnes; 3/28-

Jane Coggin 
  

February 28—Lent 2 
   8:00 a.  10:30 a. 
Greeter:  Jane Coggin  Tiffany Ingram 
Usher:   Jane Coggin  Tiffany Ingram  
Lector:  Jane Coggin  Mary Shetter 
  

March 3, 2021 – Midweek Lent 2 
7:00 p.m. 

Greeter/Usher: Barb Myers 
Lector:   Barb Myers 
  

March 7, 2021—Lent 3 
    8:00 a.  10:30 a.  
 Greeter:  Tom Barnes Mark & Debbie Emrick  
 Usher:   Tom Barnes John Kiracofe 
 Lector:  Patty Barnes Debbie McKinney 
 Communion Patty Barnes,  Tiffany Ingram, John Kiracofe 
       Jane Coggin 
 
Attendance & Stewardship — ($4,187 needed wkly)  
02.14.2021      8:00 a.   20      $3,052.00 
   10:30 a.  36 
02.17.2021  7:00   a.  31  $ 
  
Flowers on the altar this morning are given to the glory of God in 
Honor & Celebration of Pastor Dave Matevia’s 82nd birthday on March 4.  

  
Great Commission Outreach Partners:  

World Mission Prayer League—Chris & Emily and family, Lutheran 
Military Veterans and Families, Allison— Campus Outreach, 
Transfiguration Lutheran Mission 
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Grace Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund:  The purpose of this 
fund is to extend the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church, apart from the 
general operation of the congregation. To learn more about our Mission 
Endowment Fund, please contact:  Pastor Dave Matevia @ 937-733-6907 

  
IN OUR PRAYERS 

Please keep us updated on prayer needs by calling the office or making a 
note on the back of your “Attendance & Communion Registration” form. 
Thank you. 
 
URGENT PRAYER LIST: 
GRIEVING: 
The family of Patricia Hennes. Pat was called to her eternal rest 
on Friday, 2/20/2021.  
The family of Kathy Braswell. Kathy was called to her eternal 
rest on Monday, 2/22/2021. 
  
HEALING: (Now in Alphabetical Order) 
Bob & Gail Allison: (Son-in-Law and daughter of Judy Newkirk) 
Claude Dixon: (Brother of Suzie Dell) 
Juel Durham: (Sister of Nancy Childs) 
Carol Groman: (Pastor Dave Matevia) 
Larry & Ruth Hardin 
Amy Jackson 
Bobby Kelch 
Paul & Fran Kester: (Brother/Sister-in-law of Carol Matevia) 
Ron Lenk 
Karen Marshall: (Friend of Becky Studebaker and others) 
Dan Matevia: (Nephew of Pastor Dave Matevia) 
Todd McKee 
Phyllis Mikesell: (Close friend of Renee Kerr’s Family) 
Mike & Judy Oldham: (Friend of Carol Matevia) 
Joe & Sheree Peterson: (Friend of Renee Kerr) 
Ike Renner: (Son of Patty Renner) 
Susan Root: (Daughter of Ruth Hardin) 
Jean Sander: (Aunt of Patty Barnes)  
Judy Schamel 
Tom Schamel: (Son of Mike & Judy) 
Bill & Katherine Tipton: (Parents of Sharon Tipton) 
Teddi Watkins 
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LONG-TERM PRAYER LIST … Josephine Storer, Jean Bailey, Cary 
Giordano, Doug Davis, Elsie Burkle, Janet Hardin, Pastor Dave Matevia, 
Sandy Haferman, Duane Kester, Dave Brumbaugh, Scot Emig, Sheryl 
Deaton, Barbara Worley, Carolyn MacFadyen, Joan Larrison, Paula 
Hilleary, Karen Crosier, Travis Howard, Judy Jay, Bea Breeden, Will Suggs, 
Earl House, Barbara Lakes, Bruce Perry, Becky Hoskins, Kayli Johnson, Joe 
McHenry, Charla Winter, Tom Barnes, Mary Geeding, Dorothy Bradley, 
Phyllis Turner: and those serving in the military: LCpl Hannah Perry; Capt. 
Love Hartman; Capt. John Ketteman; SPC Brandon Mann; Brad Newkirk; 
Maj. Justin Shetter; 1st Lt. Nicholas Webb, Lt. Col. Kyle Hundley, Brandon 
Leonard. 
  

Opportunities for Prayer and Bible Study: 
  

 Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study between 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
worship.   

  
 The Phoebe Women’s Small Group Bible Study. They meet at 7:00 

p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month. Contact Kelly Mt. Castle 
(937-336-1223 or email: Kelly.mtcastle@gmail.com). 

  
 The Wednesday Morning Prayer & Bible Study meets at 9:00 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and is currently studying the Old Testament. 
Contact: Tom Haynes (937-733-7183) or Judy Hacker (456-6823).  

  
These studies are open to any member and our friends. No prior 
Bible study background is needed. Please bring your Bible.  

  
 

  

mailto:Kelly.mtcastle@gmail.com


21 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Children’s Corner Announcement, March 

Now that the numbers of COVID cases in the county are starting to go down 
and local schools are having regular classes, Sunday School will begin 
meeting in person again on a limited basis. We will stay socially distanced, in 
family groups, and will wear masks when indoors. Those who are 
uncomfortable meeting in person are welcome to continue using the online 
Sola SEED resource. As soon as the weather warms up enough, we will plan 
to meet outside. Watch the bulletin and newsletter for more information! 
Here is what is planned for March: 

March 7: Lego Bible Lesson with Tina. Come ready to learn and build faith! 
March 21: Resurrection Biscuit making and Easter Egg Hunt. 
  

If you have a child who is ready to receive First Communion, please talk to 
Pastor or Kelly Hanson. Classes will be offered in April or May. New 
communicants will learn about the history and significance of Holy 
Communion and make communion bread together.  

Questions? Please talk to Kelly Hanson or Kelly Coffman. 
  
In Case of Severe Winter Weather … tune in to WHIO (Ch. 7) and 
Facebook, as they will be updated with our closing information.  
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